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FOREWORD 

HEALTFi  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Bootle. 


June,  1953 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  forty-fifth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  school  children  in  Bootle. 

During  the  year,  3,225  children  were  examined  at  the  routine  medical 
inspections;  of  these,  only  28  or  0.87  per  cent,  were  classified  as  of  poor 
general  condition  as  compared  with  1.9  per  cent,  reported  at  the  corres- 
ponding examinations  in  1951.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  gradual 
improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  the  children  since  the  present 
classification  was  introduced  in  1947,  when  6.44  per  cent,  were  reported 
as  of  poor  general  condition. 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  continues  to  improve  slowly, 
1,813  cases  of  uncleanliness  or  4.5  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined  by 
the  nurses  being  reported,  as  against  1,891  or  5.3  per  cent,  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  School  Medical  Officers  referred  29  children  suspected  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  to  the  Chest  Physician;  of  these  14  were  found 
not  to  be  infected,  6 failed  to  return  to  complete  the  investigations,  while 
9 were  still  under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Advantage  was 
taken  of  the  visit  of  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  to  the  Borough 
to  examine  the  senior  classes  in  ten  schools  and  2,438  children  were 
X-rayed;  of  these,  5 children  exhibited  signs  of  active  disease  and  were 
referred  to  the  clinic  for  further  investigation. 
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It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  school  or  department  during  the 
year  owing  to  infectious  disease.  There  was  a sharp  fall  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  notified  in  school  children  during 
the  year,  while  two  notified  cases  of  diphtheria  on  investigation  failed  to 
be  confirmed.  Under  the  arrangements  made  for  immunisation  against 
diphtheria,  317  children  of  school  age  received  a complete  course  and  774 
received  a stimulating  inoculation. 

The  re-opening  of  the  School  Medical  Offices  on  August  29th,  on 
completion  of  the  war  damage  repairs,  greatly  facilitated  the  work  of  the 
clerical  staff,  which  had  been  temporarily  accommodated  at  the  Health 
Centre,  Knowsley  Road,  and  also  of  the  clinics,  which  were  being  held  in 
the  Church  Hall,  Hertford  Road. 

In  submitting  this  report  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Special  Services  (Education)  Sub-Committee  for  their  interest  in  the 
School  Health  Service,  to  the  Director  of  Education  and  his  staff,  the 
teachers  of  the  Borough,  and  the  staff  of  my  Department  for  their  willing 
help  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

T.  R.  ROBERTON, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BOOTLE 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

FOR  1952 


Area  of  Bootle  in  acres  (exclusive  of  river  bed) — 3,054. 

Population  of  Borough — Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  at 
30th  June,  1952—75,400. 

School  Attendance.  The  following  statement  records  the  atten- 
dance position  in  January,  1953,  and  shows  an  increase  of  473  on  the 
combined  rolls  of  the  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year. 


Number 

Mean  No. 
on  Rolls 

A verage 
Attendance 

Primary  Schools — 

County  ... 

...  15  ., 

..  4217  . 

..  3822 

Voluntary  

...  16  . 

4153  . 

..  3749 

31 

8370 

7571 

Secondary  Schools — 

County 

8 . 

2792  . 

..  2577 

Voluntary  

6 . 

..  1529  . 

1372 

14 

4321 

3949 

Mean  No.  on  Rolls  (all  schools)  12,691 

Cost.  The  rateable  value  of  the  Borough  as  at  1st  April,  1952,  was 
£531,021. 

The  gross  cost  of  medical  inspection  and  treatment  for  the  twelve 
months  ended  March  31st,  1952,  was  £10,940  12s.  8d.,  compared  with 
£11,219  19s.  lid.  for  the  preceding  year.  The  Goverment  Grant  was 
£6,162  Os.  Od.,  sundry  receipts  totalled  £671  Os.  6d.  and  the  net  cost  was 
£4,107  12s.  2d.,  compared  with  £4,167  19s.  7d.  for  the  preceding  year. 
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The  cost  under  this  head  per  child  on  the  school  rolls  was  17s.  2d. 
gross,  and  6s.  5d.  net,  and  the  cost  in  terms  of  a penny  rate  was  5.29d. 
gross,  and  1.98d.  net. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 

A statistical  summary  of  the  findings  of  medical  inspection  and  of 
the  kind  of  treatment  obtained  will  be  found  in  the  Ministry  of  Education 
Returns  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

(1)  Periodic  Medical  Inspections.  Periodic  medical  inspections 
were  carried  out  in  all  schools  with  respect  to  the  groups  specified  in 
paragraph  49(2)  of  the  Handicapped  Pupils  and  School  Health  Service 
Regulations,  1945,  viz: — • 

(a)  every  pupil  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  a maintained  school 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  date  of  his  admission; 

(b)  every  pupil  attending  a maintained  Primary  School  during  the 
last  year  of  his  attendance  at  such  a school ; 

(c)  every  pupil  attending  a maintained  Secondary  School  during 
the  last  year  of  his  attendance  at  such  a school. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  inspections  totalled  3,225,  made  up 
as  follows; — Entrants  1,361,  Second  Age  Group  1,114,  and  Third  Age 
Group  750. 

(2)  Special  Examinations.  The  number  of  children  presented  for 
special  examination  was  4,399,  as  compared  with  4,260  in  the  preceding 
year;  4,379  of  these  were  seen  at  Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  while  the 
remaining  20  were  presented  at  schools  in  the  course  of  routine  visits. 

(3)  Re-Examinations.  5,290  re-examinations  of  children,  who  on 
examination  were  referred  for  treatment  or  further  observation,  were 
made  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  4,81 1 during  1951 ; 2,905  of  these 
were  performed  at  the  schools,  and  2,885  at  the  School  Medical  Offices 
and  Health  Centre. 
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(4)  Miscellaneous  Examinations.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary 
work  of  routine  and  special  examinations  and  re-inspections  undertaken 
during  the  year,  the  following  work  was  carried  out: — 

Examination  of: — 

Children  as  to  fitness  for  employment  112 

Children  for  ascertainment  of  educational  sub- 
normality   51 

Other  Children 32 

In  addition,  the  Director  of  Education  was  supplied  with  medical 
histories  of  170  juvenile  offenders.  The  following  table  shows  the  num- 
ber of  such  reports  supplied  during  the  past  five  years: — 

1952  170 

1951  192 

1950  227 

1949  204 

1948  266 

A summary  of  the  defects  noted  at  both  periodic  and  special  exami- 
nations showed  that  9,134  defects  were  referred  for  treatment  or  further 
observation. 

The  incidence  of  the  commoner  physical  defects  in  children  examined 
during  periodic  medical  inspection  was  as  follows: — Poor  general  condi- 
tion, 0.9  per  cent.;  squint,  3.0  per  cent.;  external  eye  disease,  2.1  per  cent.; 
chronic  tonsillitis,  12.1  per  cent.;  adenoids,  0.1  per  cent.;  chronic  ton- 
sillitis and  adenoids,  0.1  per  cent.;  other  nose  and  throat  conditions,  6.0 
per  cent.;  anaemia,  0.8  per  cent,;  lung  disease,  9.0  per  cent.;  otorrhoea, 
1.7  per  cent.;  enlarged  cervical  glands,  10.0  per  cent.;  defective  vision, 
26.9  per  cent.;  skin  conditions,  4.1  per  cent.;  heart  (cong.  and  funct.),  3.6 
per  cent.;  rickets,  1.9  per  cent.;  flat  feet,  8.8  per  cent,;  posture,  2.9  per 
cent. 

Children  referred  for  treatment  or  further  observation  constituted 
76,0  per  cent,  of  the  entrants  examined,  78.7  per  cent,  of  the  primary 
leavers  examined,  and  71.3  per  cent,  of  the  third  group  examined. 

(5)  Student  Teachers.  In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Education 
Circular  249,  18  medical  examinations  (male  3,  female  15)  were  carried 
out  of  entrants  to  courses  of  training  for  teaching,  and  to  the  teaching 
profession. 

GENERAL  CONDITION 

It  will  be  noted  in  Table  II  (B)  on  page  22  that  classification  of  the 
children  by  “general  condition”  has  been  substituted  for  the  former 
classification  by  “nutrition”;  and  this  table  shows  that  out  of  a total  of 
3,225  children  examined,  0.87  per  cent,  were  grouped  as  in  poor  general 
condition  as  compared  with  1 .93  per  cent,  last  year. 
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CoMPARATivr-:  Wfic.hts  (in  kilograms)  of  School  Entrants  tn  1952 

AND  EARLIER  YEARS 


Boys  Girls 


Date  of 
Examination 

Number 

examined 

A verage 
Weight 

Number 

examined 

A verage 
Weight 

1952 

668 

20.7 

...  693 

19.3 

1951 

804 

20.6 

...  744 

19.9 

1950 

525 

19.6 

...  490 

18.8 

1949 

574 

19.8 

...  493 

18.8 

1948 

751 

20.1 

...  720 

19.6 

1947 

472 

19.4 

...  470 

18.9 

1946 

237 

18.7 

...  233 

18.1 

1945 

207 

19.1 

187 

18.3 

1942 

133 

18.1 

129 

17.5 

1938 

709 

18.6 

...  654 

18.0 

CLEANLINESS 

The  total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  schools  by 
School  Nurses  for  verminous  conditions  was  39,835,  and  there  were 
1,813  instances  in  which  children  were  noted  as  unclean.  Last  year’s 
figures  were  35,389  and  1,891  respectively. 

CLOTHING  AND  FOOTWEAR 

Provision  of  clothing  and  footwear  in  necessitous  cases  continues  in 
accordance  with  a scheme  drawn  up  to  meet  the  requirements  of  Section 
5 of  the  Education  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1948.  The  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  1 952 : — 


Clothing  issued  free  of  charge  to  parents 

882 

Clothing  issued  at  part  cost  to  parents  

31 

Clothing  issued  at  full  cost  to  parents  

19 

932 

This  scheme,  for  provision  of  clothing,  gives  the  opportunity,  of 
which  full  advantage  is  taken,  of  close  co-operation  with  the  various 
agencies  interested  in  the  welfare  of  children.  These  agencies  are  co- 
ordinated by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  acts  as  Officer  in  connec- 
tion with  children  who  may  be  neglected  in  their  own  homes.  In  this 
capacity  he  is  notified,  at  once,  of  any  cases  coming  to  the  notice  of  the 
Education  Department  in  which  there  is  a possibility  of  neglect  or  ill 
treatment  of  children. 
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MINOR  AILMENTS  CLINICS 

The  daily  clinics  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  dealt  with 
4,018  defects,  amongst  which  minor  septic  infections  of  the  skin  were 
the  commonest  conditions.  The  attendances  numbered  16,515,  excluding 
53  of  children  below  school  age,  as  compared  with  15,016  in  1951.  1,008 

exclusion  certificates  were  given,  mainly  on  account  of  minor  ailments 
but  also  on  account  of  infectious  diseases. 

SKIN  DISEASES 

As  a result  of  the  inspections  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  1,986 
children,  or  49  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  children  attending,  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  infections  of  the  skin.  Details  of  these 
infections  are  given  in  Table  IV  on  page  23. 

Scabies  Clinic 

The  decline  in  the  incidence  of  scabies  among  school  children  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: — 


1952  ... 

Cases  found  at 
Special 
Examinations 

10 

Cases  found  at 
Routine 
Inspections 

Nil 

1951  ... 

8 

Nil 

1950  ... 

9 

Nil 

1949  ... 

25 

Nil 

1948  ... 

36 

4 

1947  ... 

69 

7 

1946  ... 

151 

8 

1945  ... 

188 

13 

1944  ... 

371 

11 

VISION  AND  EYE  DEFECTS 

Vision.  Entrants  are  not  examined  for  defective  vision  at  routine 
examinations,  but  during  the  year  the  other  age  groups  were  so  examined, 
and  265  or  14.1  per  cent,  were  found  to  have  defective  vision  requiring 
further  examination  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon.  In  addition,  1,412 
eight-year-olds  were  tested  with  Snellen’s  Types  by  School  Nurses  and  225 
were  referred  for  examination  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 
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Ophthalmic  Clinic 

The  number  of  new  cases  seen  at  the  Clinic  during  1952  was  525, 
and  the  total  number  of  attendances  was  2,059. 

All  children  with  glasses  have  their  visual  acuity  tested  by  the  School 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  once  a year,  if  circumstances  permit,  while  the  cases 
of  high  myopia  receive  full  examination  more  frequently. 

Squint 

At  routine  examinations  1 12  cases  of  squint  were  found,  and  20  cases 
were  found  among  pupils  specially  referred  for  examination.  Thirty 
were  operated  on  at  Bootle  General  Hospital  and  St.  Paul’s  Eye  Hospital, 
Liverpool. 


External  Eye  Diseases 

Inflammatory  conditions  of  the  external  eye  were  noted  in  66  cases 
at  periodic  inspections,  and  in  359  cases  at  special  inspections. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR,  NOSE,  AND  THROAT 

The  total  number  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1952  was  334  (this 
total  included  26  infants  below  school  age).  The  308  school  children 
included  97  cases  of  otorrhoea,  127  of  defects  of  nose  and  throat,  and  5 
of  deafness;  and  the  toddlers  included  9 cases  of  otorrhoea,  and  13  of 
defects  of  nose  and  throat  and  4 deafness. 

Clinics  held  during  the  year  totalled  25,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  11  per  session.  In  addition,  17  consultative  aural  clinics  were  held 
by  Mr.  Tumarkin;  478  examinations  were  made  (including  50  toddlers), 
and  195  cases  referred  to  the  special  department  of  local  hospitals. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

At  periodic  inspections  during  the  past  year  chronic  tonsillitis  was 
recorded  in  12.1  per  cent.,  while  disease  of  both  tonsils  and  adenoids 
was  detected  in  0.1  per  cent.  47  cases  are  known  to  have  received  opera- 
tive treatment  as  in-patients  at  local  hospitals  and  108  cases  other  forms 
of  treatment.  * 
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DENTAL  DEFECTS 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  only  one  Dental  Officer  was  available 
for  full-time  duty,  and  one  part-time  Dental  Officer  available  for  one 
session  per  week. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Dawes,  the  Senior 
Dental  Officer  for  the  following  report: — 

The  appointment  of  a second  full-time  Dentist  as  from  January  1st, 
1953,  should  improve  matters  somewhat  in  dealing  with  eleven  or  twelve 
thousand  school  children,  although  it  is  obvious  that  two  Dentists  are 
inadequate  to  attend  to  these  large  numbers. 

In  spite  of  such  a handicap,  and  one  extending  over  a long  time, 
there  is  not  a great  deal  of  evidence  of  the  decay,  etc.,  one  might  have 
expected.  Usually  the  worst  cases  are  found  where  there  has  been 
neglect  by  both  parents  and  children  to  avail  themselves  of  the  treatment 
offered  at  inspection  time.  Such  conditions  should  ultimately  be  resolved 
by  education  and  a larger  dental  staff.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say 
that  cases  of  septic  gingivitis  and  similar  conditions  for  the  moment  have 
been  reduced. 

A full  tabular  statement  of  the  work  of  the  Dental  Service  is  given 
in  Table  V at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  29  suspected  cases  were  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer.  Cases  definitely  considered  not  to  be  suffering  from  diseases  of 
tuberculous  origin  numbered  14,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  9 were  still 
under  observation,  and  6 failed  to  return  for  further  investigation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the  past  eight 
years : — 


Diagnosed 

Did  not 
attend 

Under 
observa- 
tion at 
end  of 
year 

Total 
referred 
to  T.O. 

Pul- 

monary 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Other 
forms  of 
Tuber- 
culosis 

Non- 

Tuber- 

culous 

1952 

29 





14 

6 

9 

1951 

44 

— 

— 

35 

4 

5 

1950 

38 

1 

— 

25 

4 

8 

1949 

38 



— 

33 

— 

5 

1948 

75 

1 

2 

60 

4 

8 

1947 

55 

1 

1 

42 

3 

8 

1946 

43 

1 

— 

28 

7 

7 

1945 

46 

2 

2 

30 

2 

9 

Residential  treatment  of  tuberculous  children  of  school  age  was 
provided  during  the  year  at  the  Liverpool  Open-Air  Hospital  for  Children. 
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CRIPPLING  DEFECTS  AND  ORTHOPAEDICS 

There  is  no  change  to  record  in  the  arrangements  described  in  former 
reports  for  the  ascertainment  and  treatment  of  crippling  defects. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Sessions  are  held  at  monthly  intervals,  with  Mr.  F.  C.  Dwyer  as 
Consultant  Surgeon  and  Mr.  J.  O’Garra,  Orthopaedic  Registrar. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeons  paid  seventeen  visits  to  the  Clinic  during  the 
year,  and  examined  467  cases  referred  to  them.  Of  the  patients  seen,  83 
were  discharged,  while  336  were  advised  to  remain  under  treatment  and 
supervision;  24  cases  were  referred  to  hospital,  and  in  the  24  remaining 
cases  no  treatment  was  considered  necessary. 

A Remedial  Exercises  Clinic  is  held  each  Saturday  morning,  under 
the  direction  of  a School  Nurse,  mainly  for  the  correction  of  flat  feet  and 
bad  posture.  The  attendances  during  the  year  numbered  45 1 . 

HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

The  definition  of  the  various  categories  of  handicapped  pupils  is  set 
forth  in  paragraph  3 of  the  Handicapped  Pupils  and  School  Health 
Service  Regulations,  1945,  and  the  numbers  in  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  are  as  follows: — 


Boys  ...  Girls  ...  Total 


(a) 

Blind 

— 

2 ... 

2 

(b) 

Partially  sighted  

1 ... 

1 ... 

2 

(c) 

Deaf 

6 ... 

3 ... 

9 

(d) 

Partially  Deaf  

7 ... 

6 ... 

13 

(e) 

Delicate  

8 ... 

7 ... 

15 

(0 

Diabetic  

— 

1 ... 

1 

(g) 

Educationally  Sub-Normal  ... 

55  ... 

32  ... 

87 

(h) 

Epileptic  

1 ... 

1 ... 

2 

(i) 

Maladjusted 

3 ... 

1 ... 

4 

(j) 

Physically  Handicapped 

13  ... 

9 ... 

22 

(k) 

Suffering  from  Speech  Defect 

3 ... 

2 

5 

(1) 

Suffering  from  multiple  disa- 
bilities   

4 ... 

8 ... 

12 

101  73  174 


Twenty-one  boys  and  fifteen  girls  are  attending  Special  Schools. 
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COMMUNICABLE  DISEASE 

No  school  or  department  was  closed  on  account  of  communicable 
disease  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  notified  in  children  of  school 
age  was  52,  compared  with  53  in  1951  and  62  in  1950. 

Diphtheria.  Two  cases  were  notified  in  children  of  school  age 
(but  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed),  as  compared  with  five  notified  in 
1951  and  nine  in  1950. 

Measles.  Three  hundred  and  ninety-one  cases  were  notified  amongst 
school  children,  as  against  922  in  1951  and  151  in  1950. 

Chicken  Pox.  Three  cases  were  reported,  as  against  14  in  1951  and 
6 in  1950. 

Mumps.  Six  cases  were  reported,  compared  with  6 in  1951  and 
17  in  1950. 

Whooping  Cough.  Twenty-eight  cases  were  notified  amongst 
school  children,  as  compared  with  366  in  1951  and  86  in  1950. 

Protection  against  Diphtheria 

Immunisation  of  children  as  described  in  previous  reports  com- 
menced in  1932,  and  during  the  year  795  children  under  five  years  of  age 
and  317  children  of  school  age  completed  the  course.  Arrangements  now 
operate  whereby  children  already  immunised  and  about  to  enter  school 
are  offered  a third  inoculation  in  order  to  raise  their  immunity  at  the 
beginning  of  their  school  life,  and  774  children  were  so  treated  during  the 


year. 

NURSERY  CLASSES 

No.  of 

No.  on 

Average  No. 

new 

roll  on 

in 

admissions 

15/12/52 

Attendance 

in  1952 

Jan.-Dee.  ’52 

Linacre  Nursery 

29 

30 

23 

St.  Monica’s 

53 

53 

45 

Salisbury 

52 

52 

46 

St.  Mary’s 

51 

41 

38 

Hawthorne 

24 

29 

24 

209 

205 

176 
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Applications  for  admission  to  the  Nursery  Classes  continue  to  exceed 
the  number  of  vacancies,  and  admission  has  still  to  be  limited,  in  the  main, 
to  cases  admitted  on  account  of  social  conditions. 

This  year  there  has  again  been  no  variation  in  the  regulations  of 
acceptance  for  admission  to  the  Nursery  Classes.  Apart  from  most  ex- 
ceptional circumstances,  admissions  are  still  limited  to  one  child  from 
any  one  family,  owing  to  the  demand  for  places. 

Internal  structural  alterations  to  the  building  of  St.  Mary’s  Nursery 
Class  has  resulted  in  the  addition  of  an  isolation  room  and  the  provision 
of  two  bathrooms  leading  directly  from  each  play  room.  This  alteration 
has  proved  to  be  a most  useful  one,  as  the  Staff  are  able  to  supervise  the 
children  more  easily.  During  the  period  of  alteration,  the  Nursery  Class 
was  closed  (4/4/52  to  12/5/52). 

These  alterations  have  resulted  in  a cut  in  places  available  and  the 
accommodation  is  now  for  40  children  instead  of  60. 

Nursery  students  who  are  studying  for  the  National  Nursery  Nurse’s 
Certificate  have  continued  to  visit  Baby  Clinics  to  gain  additional  ex- 
perience. 

Health  Visitors  continued  to  supervise  the  hygiene  and  cleanliness  of 
the  children  and  the  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  made  frequent  visits. 
One  hundred  and  eight  children  received  a routine  medical  inspection, 
and  defects  were  found  in  84  of  these  children,  who  were  referred  for 
treatment  or  observation. 


AFTER  CARE 

Arrangements  for  the  after-care  of  children  ascertained  to  be  suffer- 
ing from  defects  remained  as  described  in  previous  reports,  viz.,  verbal 
or  written  advice  is  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  or  School  Nurse,  together 
with  re-inspection  each  term.  In  the  course  of  their  after-care  work  the 
School  Nurses  paid  1,753  visits  to  the  homes  to  explain  the  need  for 
treatment  and  the  way  in  which  it  could  be  obtained. 

PROVISION  OF  MEALS 

During  the  year,  St.  John’s  School  Dining  Hall  and  the  St.  Winifride’s 
Senior  Boys’  Dining  Hall  were  opened. 

The  number  of  school  dinners  supplied  was: — 

Free  

On  payment  ... 


180,884 

600,775 


Total  ... 


781,659 
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Milk.  The  number  of  one-third  pint  bottles  of  milk  provided 
during  the  period  under  review  was  2,134,306. 

The  number  of  individual  children  supplied  with  meals  and  milk 
on  a normal  day  in  October  was : — 

Meals — Free 886 

Paid  3,329 


Total 4,215 


Milk 


11,002 


PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Mr.  F.  M.  Durant,  Organiser  of  Physical  Training,  submits  the 
following  report  on  this  important  aspect  of  education : — 

The  New  Approach.  “Moving  and  Growing” — a new  handbook 
published  by  the  Ministry  of  Education,  which,  with  a second  part  to  be 
issued  later,  will  replace  the  Syllabus  of  1953 — may  well  be  a landmark  in 
the  development  of  Physical  Education.  Although  written  with  the  needs 
of  the  primary  school  in  mind,  the  fundamentals  emphasised  are  appli- 
cable to  children  of  all  ages  and  are  relevant  to  the  1944  Act. 

Many  aspects  of  the  “new  approach”  are  familiar  to  teachers  who 
have  attended  courses,  films  and  discussions  held  during  the  last  few  years; 
but  the  relation  of  movement  to  personality  as  well  as  to  physique,  and 
some  of  the  suggestions  for  improvisation  and  self-expression  in  dramatics 
and  dancing,  will  call  for  thought,  experiment  and  enquiry. 

In  the  schools,  the  year  has  seen  a growing  acceptance  of  new  ideas, 
but,  since  a fundamental  change  of  outlook  is  necessary  in  teachers  trained 
on  more  formal  lines,  progress  was  neither  uniform  nor  rapid.  “Moving 
and  Growing”  will  confirm  and  encourage  teachers  who  have  adopted 
some  of  the  new  methods  and  challenge  those  whose  convictions  are  not 
based  on  experiment. 
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Apparatus.  Change  of  outlook  and  method  often  depends  on 
facilities  or  improvisations  available.  Indoor  and  outdoor  space,  large 
and  small  types  of  equipment,  suitable  clothing  and  footwear  are  among 
the  material  things  necessary  to  bring  the  new  ideas  into  practice. 


Most  school  playgrounds  are  reasonably  spacious  and  their  surfaces 
were  kept  in  good  repair.  The  new  schools  have  good  indoor  and  out- 
door accommodation  and  efforts  were  made  to  give  more  space  for  indoor 
work  in  some  of  the  older  buildings.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  “bulge” 
in  the  School  population  will  not  press  too  hardly  on  accommodation 
needed  for  indoor  activity. 


All  schools  received  a small  per  capita  grant  for  small  P.T.  and  games 
equipment.  A grant  was  also  available,  for  the  first  time,  from  which 
some  of  the  larger  types  of  apparatus  could  be  supplied  to  the  primary 
schools.  These  included  scrambling  nets,  fibre  mats,  balance  bars  and 
benches,  ladders  and  stands,  parallel  ropes,  trestles,  etc.  Local  firms,  the 
Borough  Engineer’s  Department  and  technical  classes  provided  some  of 
these  goods  and  services.  From  the  grant  for  secondary  schools,  climbing 
ropes  were  provided  at  St.  James’  School  Hall  and  repairs  were  effected 
to  gymnastic  apparatus  at  the  Girls’  Grammar  School. 


Remedial  and  Preventive  Exercises.  Physical  education  in  its 
widest  sense  must  have  remedial  and  preventive  effects,  but  remedial 
measures  of  a specific  nature  are  outside  the  scope  of  the  usual  school 
programme.  There  are,  however,  minor  tendencies  concerned  with 
posture  which  are  properly  the  concern  of  the  school.  Good  habits  of 
standing,  sitting  and  walking  are  important  from  the  earliest  stages. 
Demonstrations  of  a large  range  of  foot  exercises — many  of  a recreative 
kind — were  given  for  the  Medical  Officer  and  his  Staff.  These  were 
approved,  and  others  suggested,  for  inclusion  in  lessons  where  work  can 
be  done  in  bare  feet.  Several  classes  now  do  “footwork”  on  the  individual 
rubber  mats  supplied  last  year  to  all  primary  departments. 
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Teachers’  Courses.  The  following  local  courses  were  available  to 
teachers : — 

Demonstration  lessons  and  discussions  on  developments  in  physical 
education. 

Cricket  Coaching — the  “Group  Methods”  advocated  by  the  M.C.C. 

A Royal  Life-Saving  Society  Course  in  Swimming. 

A Lawn  Tennis  Coaching  Course  conducted  by  an  official  coach  of 
the  L.T.A. 

Swimming  Instruction.  There  were  three  important  developments 
in  Swimming; — 

The  opening  of  the  new  bath. 

The  appointment  of  an  instructress  for  girls. 

The  formation  of  a teachers’  association  to  further  the  interest  of 
girls’  swimming. 

The  new  Association  was  able  to  report  the  following  awards  to  girls 
on  its  first  year’s  working: — 

1st  Class  Certificates,  26;  2nd  Class,  176;  Learners’,  212; 
R.L.S.S.,  23.  Total  437  Awards. 

On  the  boys’  side,  good  progress  was  made  and  over  a thousand 
certificates  were  awarded — 895  internal  awards  and  151  as  a result  of 
external  R.L.S.S.  examinations.  Two  inter-school  galas  were  held  at 
which  contests  for  five  trophies  were  decided.  The  competitions  for  the 
Police  Cup  for  Life  Saving  was  again  held  at  the  Bootle  Police  Gala. 
The  Schoolmasters’  Swimming  Association  was  an  efficient  co-ordinating 
body  securing  the  co-operation  of  all  engaged  in  the  teaching  of  swimming. 

Field  Games.  Stuart  Road  Playing  Field  and  Orrell  Pleasure 
Ground  again  provided  the  main  facilities  for  organised  games  and  out-of- 
school  activities.  Demands  for  suitable  accommodation  for  school 
leagues,  sports,  athletic  training,  etc.,  were  increasingly  difficult  to  satisfy. 
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Whilst  football  and  cricket  retained  their  popularity,  there  was  increased 
interest  in  rugby  and  athletics.  Hockey,  netball,  rounders  and  tennis — 
where  courts  were  available — were  the  main  girls’ games  and  a newly  formed 
netball  league  had  a successful  season.  Athletic  training  for  boys,  and 
field  games  for  girls,  were  the  main  activities  at  the  evening  games  centre 
at  Stuart  Road  Playing  Field  during  the  Summer  Term. 


Voluntary  Associations.  Teachers’  Associations  continued  to 
provide  the  framework  for  most  of  the  games  activity  carried  on  after 
school  hours.  Besides  inter-school  leagues,  there  were  matches  on  a 
“friendly”  basis  with  schools  outside  the  Borough  which  provided  for  a 
wider  social  intercourse.  There  were  also  representative  matches  at 
district,  county  and  national  levels.  Many  teachers  contributed  by 
developing  “club”  activities,  such  as  dancing,  boxing,  camping,  bad- 
minton, gymnastics,  at  their  own  schools,  thus  enlarging  the  opportunities 
of  the  older  children.  The  importance  of  this  free,  informal  contact  in 
small  groups  of  teachers  and  adolescents  needs  no  elaboration. 

Among  outstanding  performances  were  the  winning — for  the  third 
time  in  four  years — of  the  Merseyside  Grammar  Schools’  Football 
Shield,  and  the  gaining  of  two  national  titles  by  Bootle  boys  in  the  finals 
of  the  English  Schools’  Boxing  Association. 

Finally,  it  may  be  said  that  a little  progress  was  made  towards  creating 
a school  environment  envisaged  in  the  Education  Act  of  1944. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS 

One  hundred  and  seven  children  desiring  employment  as  messenger 
boys  or  girls  were  examined,  and  certificates  were  granted  in  all  but  one 
case.  These  interviews  gave  opportunity  to  advise  on  faults  in  hygiene 
and  to  obtain  treatment  of  physical  defects.  Five  certificates  for  panto- 
mime entertainers  were  granted. 
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MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS 
YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER.  1952 


TABLE  I 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED 
PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING 

SPECIAL  SCHOOLS) 


A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups: — 

Entrants 1,361 

Second  Age  Group  1,114 

Third  Age  Group  750 

Total  3,225 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  — 

Grand  Total  3,225 

B. — Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  4,777 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 5,290 

Total  10,067 

C. — Pupils  found  to  require  Treatment 


For  any  of 

For 

the  other 

defective 

conditions 

vision 

recorded 

Total 

Group 

{excluding 

in 

individual 

squint) 

Table  Ila 

pupils 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Entrants 

2 .. 

295  .. 

296 

Second  Age  Group  

168  .. 

251  .. 

394 

Third  Age  Group  

95 

137  .. 

214 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

265  .. 

..  683  .. 

. 904 

Grand  Total  

265  .. 

683  .. 

. 904 
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TABLE  II 

A. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year  Ended 

31st  December,  1952 


Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of 

Defects 

No.  of 

Defects 

Defect 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(5) 

4 

Skin  

53 

71 

1601 



5 

Eyes — a.  Vision  

265 

260 

122 

2 

b.  Squint  

51 

61 

19 

1 

c.  Other 

56 

10 

359 

— 

6 

Ears — a.  Hearing  

18 

55 

— 

23 

b.  Otitis  Media  ... 

29 

27 

178 

— 

c.  Other 

72 

140 

226 

1 

7 

Nose  or  Throat  

75 

483 

215 

16 

8 

Speech 

— 

27 

— 

2 

9 

Cervical  Glands  

12 

313 

3 

17 

10 

Heart  and  Circulation 

11 

111 

— 

4 

11 

Lungs  

60 

226 

21 

7 

12 

Developmental — 

a.  Hernia  

3 

9 

b.  Other 

27 

49 

1 

— 

13 

Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture  

47 

46 

8 

1 

b.  Flat  Foot 

204 

41 

109 

1 

c.  Other 

41 

107 

74 

15 

14 

Nervous  System — 

a.  Epilepsy  

10 

2 

b.  Other 

2 

21 

— 

11 

15 

Psychological — 

a.  Development  ... 

5 

25 

_ 

2 

b.  Stability  

— 

3 

— 

10 

16 

Other 

438 

744 

1759 

16 
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B. — Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected  during  the 

Year  in  the  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Number 

of 

Pupils 

Inspected 

A 

(Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

C 

(Poor) 

No. 

7oOf 
col.  2 

No. 

7oOf 
col.  2 

No. 

%of 
col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants  

1361 

337 

24.76 

1014 

74.51 

10 

0.73 

Second  Age  Group  

1114 

293 

26.63 

811 

72.80 

10 

0.90 

Third  Age  Group  

750 

200 

26.67 

542 

72.27 

8 

1.06 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

3225 

830 

25.74 

2667 

73.39 

28 

0.87 

TABLE  III 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the  school 

nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  39,835 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  . . . 1,8 1 3 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2),  Education  Act,  1 944)  ...  27 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Education  Act,  1 944  ...  2 
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TABLE  IV 

TREATMENT  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED  PRIMARY 
AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS) 
GROUP  1 DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN  (excluding  uncleanliness,  for 

which  see  Table  III) 

Number  of  cases  treated  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year 
by  the  Authority  otherwise 

Ringworm — (i)  Scalp  — ...  4 


(ii)  Body  

10 

3 

Scabies  

10 

— 

Impetigo 

281 

4 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

1685 

86 

Total  

1986 

97 

GROUP  2.  EYE  DISEASES,  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with 
by  the  A uthority  otherwise 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 

refraction  and  squint  

259 

7 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint) 

1191*  ... 

— 

Total 

1450 

7 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were : 

(a)  Prescribed 

706*  ... 

— 

$(b)  Obtained  

359*  ... 

— 

Total  

1065 

_ 

* Including  cases  dealt  with  under  arrangements  with  the  Supplementary 

Ophthalmic  Services. 

+ Under  Health  Scheme,  patients  can  attend  any  Optician.  This  figure  only 

is  known  to  the  Authority. 
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GROUP  3.  DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS  OF  EAR, 
NOSE  AND  THROAT 

Number  of  cases  treated 


by  the  Authority  otherwise 

Received  operative  treatment: — 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear  — ...  6 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  — ...  38 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  condi- 

tions   — ...  9 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 251  ...  80 


Total  251  ...  133 


GROUP  4.  ORTHOPEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 

(a)  Number  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  ...  3 

Number  of  cases  treated 
by  the  Authority  otherwise 

(b)  Number  treated  otherwise,  e.g.,  in 

clinics  or  out-patient  departments  27  ...  270 

GROUP  5.  CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT 

In  the  Authority's 
Child  Guidance 

Clinics  Elsewhere 

Number  of  pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance 

Clinics  — ...  10 


GROUP  6.  SPEECH  THERAPY 

Number  of  cases  treated 
by  the  Authority  otherwise 

Number  of  pupils  treated  by  Speech 

> Therapists — ...  5 

GROUP  7.  OTHER  TREATMENT  GIVEN 

Number  of  cases  treated 
by  the  Authority  otherwise 

(a)  Miscellaneous  minor  ailments 1585  ...  186 

Total  1585  ...  186 
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TABLE  V 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  CARRIED  OUT  BY 

THE  AUTHORITY 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers: — 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  453 

(b)  Specials 2053 

Total  (1)  2506 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  2313 

(3)  Number  referred  for  treatment 2313 

(4)  Number  actually  treated  2213 

(5)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  2564 

(6)  Half-days  devoted  to:  Inspection  4 

Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  383 

Total  (6)  387 

(7)  Fillings:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  (7)  164 

(8)  Number  of  Teeth  filled:  Permanent  Teeth  139 

Temporary  Teeth  — 

Total  (8)  139 

(9)  Extractions:  Permanent  Teeth 628 

Temporary  Teeth 2850 

Total  (9)  3478 

(10)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  ...  1945 

(11)  Other  operations:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  445 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Total  (II) 


445 
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STAFF  OF  THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Medical  Officers 
Dental  Officers 
School  Nurses 
Dental  Attendant 


Four 

One  whole-time;  two  vacancies 
Four 

One  whole-time 


LOCATION  OF  SCHOOL  CLINICS 

Clinic  Sessions  are  held  at  the  Health  Centre,  Knowsley  Road,  and 
at  the  School  Medical  Offices,  Balliol  Road. 


PARTICULARS  OF  CLINIC  SESSIONS  HELD 


Health  Centre 
Knowsley  Road 

School  Medical  Offices 

Balliol  Road 

Examination  and/or 
treatment 

By  staff  of  local 
health 
authority 

Under  arrange- 
ments made  with 
the  Liverpool 
Regional 
Hospital  Board 

By  staff  of  local 
health 
authority 

A.  Minor  ailment  and  other 
non-specialist  examina- 
tion or  treatment 

Daily  a.m. 

Daily  a.m. 

n.  Dental  

Daily 

— 

Daily 

C.  Ophthalmic  

— 

Thrice  weekly 

D.  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat... 

— 

Once  monthly 

Once  weekly 

E.  Orthopaedic  

— 

Once  monthly 
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HANDICAPPED  PUPILS  REQUIRING  EDUCATION  AT  SPECIAL 
SCHOOLS  or  BOARDING  IN  BOARDING  SCHOOLS 


Blind 

Partially  1 

Sighted  j 

Deaf 

Partially 

Deaf 

Delicate 

Physically  f 

handicapped  | 

Educationally 

sub-normal 

Maladjusted 

j Epileptic 

ON 

c3 

O 

H 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

In  the  calendar  year: — 

A.  Handicapped  Pupils  newly 
placed  in  Special  Schools 
or  Homes 

2 

4 

1 

1 

8 

B.  Handicapped  Pupils  newly 
ascertained  as  requiring 
education  at  Special 
Schools  or  boarding  in 
Homes  

1 

3 

15 

1 

20 

On  or  about  Dec.  1st: — 

C.  Number  of  Handicapped 
Pupils  from  the  area: — 

(i)  attending  Special  Schools 
as  Day  Pupils  

3 

3 

Boarded  Pupils  

2 

1 

8 

9 



1 

7 

1 

2 

31 

(ii)  Boarded  in  Homes 

1 

1 

— 

2 

(iii)  attending  assisted  schools 
(under  approved  arrange- 
ments)   

Total  (C)  ... 

2 

1 

8 

9 

— 

1 

II 

2 

2 

36 

D.  Number  of  Handicapped 
Pupils  being  educated  un- 
der arrangements  made 
under  Sec.  56  of  the  Edu- 
cation Act,  1944: — 

(a)  in  hospitals  

(b)  elsewhere  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

E.  Number  of  Handicapped 
Pupils  requiring  places  in 
special  schools  (including 
any  such  unplaced  child- 
ren who  are  temporarily 
receiving  home  tuition)  ... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

47 

1 

58 

No.  of  children  rcporlcd  during  the  Calendar  Year 

Under  Section  57  (3)  of  Education  Act,  1944  ...  3 

„ 57(4),,  „ „ .,  ...  - 

57(5),,  „ „ „ ...  8 


[ 

i 

t 


I 

h 

i 

I 


1 


1 

1 

i 


\ 


4 


1 

\ 


I 

1 

] 

1 
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i 
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